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Ashcroft Homes has lofty plans for Central Park

Feedback on 18-storey-plus condo
towers positive, developer says

EY JOANNE CHIANELLD

Asheroft Homes i= planning
a new B30,000 square-fool
project oo the Merivide Eoad
side of its Central Park hons-
ing development by the Ex-
perlmental Farm, complete
with eight mixec-wsed baild-
ings — four of them 18-stor-
ay-plus conda towers.

Theat's wedl above the elght-
storey height currently al-
lovwed i the sres so, 5z in vir-
tually every other intensifica-
thon praject fn tee city, Ash-
croft will be asking for that
section of Merivale to be re-
zoned when it files its prelim-
imary plans with tee clty in a
feew wesks, But what makes
this higher-than-called-for
project different from others

is that the community sup-
ports it — at least so far, and
with caveats.

“1 think overall the fepd-
back was really positive”
said Liz Allan, president of
the Central Park Commumn-
ity Assoclathon, of a mesting
that Asheroft held lust month
with about 75 members of

the surrounding neighbour-
sl

The early thmbs-up from
the community., which is
1,300 houselolds strong, isa
surpriEe on two fronts; vesk-
dents are rarely happy with
developers who want more
hkeight than the current zon-
ing allows; and Ashceroft in
particular doesn't havea spot-
less record with homeowners
in the Central Park housing

development. Central Park
wits plagued with constric-
tion-quality and safety issucs
early in the decade. Indeed.
the developer was ooanpelled
by thie ciky to re-inspect oy
homes in the area. And Ash-
croft is the developer behind
thee hugely controversial oon-
vent redevelopment in West-
baro,

The community's collect-
bve change of hearl sesms o
be coming from the actual
design for the new develop-
ment. Instead of potting up
a pow of sqoat, square balld-
ings — which Asheroft is al-
lowed to do under the city’s
current zoning — the de-
veloper is working with well-
known  Ottawa  architect
Ritchard Brisbin for the first
time to create something of a
wialkalble main street for the
residents of Central Park that
wonld inclode small gardens,
street-level shops and park-

ing. Om the way out 13 the
drive-thr Tim Hortons on
Merivale, which many resi-
dents have complained cans-
eq teaffic backups durlng
marming mish hour (Asheroft
officials said a Tim Hortons
could be part of the cormmer-
clal mix of the mpew develop-
met, bt a drive-thro will
not be allowed.)

“The concept {Asheroft) is
putting forward 13 not some-
thing we're really wsed to see-
ing,” zaid Allan, “T expected
to see a straipht line of squat
bulldings, that would have
replly been o barrier to our
community. Instead, the
design seems innovative.
Theres even what vou might
cpll am organic fow o it”

Creating a main street feel
for that part of Merivale,
Just porth of Baseline Road,
wiasn't epsy, accord to Bris-
bin. who is also one of the
architects working on the de-

signs for the commersclal re-
development of Lansdowne
Park,

While the Central Park
houzing community sis on
the west side of Merivale, the
Experimental Farm is on the
east side. “Frankly, it's hard
Lo cresate a maln street when
woun doa't have Both sides of
the road in play” said Bris-
bans

Tnstesd of using Merivale
a5 the mnin ropd in the new
development, Brisbin has
treated it as the back of the
commmunity. He's proposing a
serpentioe: mew “mikin strest”
mnning alongside Merivale,
with parking and buildings
on both sides. There would
b greenery and some oom-
merzial nses between the new
main street and Merivale, bat
mceathy the gap would seve ag
a barrier between the housing
development and the heavily
nzed artery.

Currently, Ashorolts pro-
posed development calls for
cight buildings, with the two
highest on the extreme north
and south ends with stue-
tires getting smaller towsards
the middle of the develop-
meent. The building plans so
far inchide two 25-aborey tow-
e on five-storey podinms,
teo 18-storey condos on two-
gtorey podinms, a five-stor-
ey building in the cantee of
the development, and aboug
thres two-storey rotail-and-
office buildings.

Asheroft alms b start
building the micldle of the de-
velopment first, axpanding
outward over the next five to
10 wears. Bot Asheroft lan't
exnctly off the ook with vesi-
dents — atleast not yet.

Ag Allan put it, “Onar ques-
o was, “Flow long will this
be the actual desipn? Guite
frankly, our concern is wheth-
er this was a sleight of hand.
The concept drawings from
i forward-looking architect
look great, but would thers
b a bait and switch?”

The new Ashford Merivale housing development has the community's support — so far, and it seems to be coming from the actual design that creates a walkable main street.



